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Economic Impact of the University
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Organizational Leadership

President, Hank Bounds

Board of Regents



Record of Shareholders

• Nebraska Taxpayers:  1,232,010

• Budget Revenue
– State of Nebraska Allocation $528,000,000

– Non-State Funds $1,962,000,000*

• Budget contribution per taxpayer:  $428.56

*Excludes Nebraska Medicine



Assets

Buildings: $4B

Employees:  12,541

Goodwill: Variable





Economic Impact of NU*

• Total $3.9B  (IMPLAN Econometric model)
– Direct 2.1B

– Indirect 1.8B  (through multiplier effects)

• Jobs supported by NU activities 34,730

• Tax revenue generated from University activities  $138.5M 

• Excludes Nebraska Medicine

*FY 2013-2014



Economic impact from NU Campuses

> 6-fold return on State appropriation



Nebraska Medicine

• Clinical activity of UNMC

• $4.2B economic impact

• Supports 28,927 jobs

• Generates $99.1M in 
State and local tax 
revenue 



University Contributions to
Economic Development in Nebraska



CCDC

Key:
Green- NU Administrative Campus
Red- University-Wide Institute
Blue- Board of Regents Subsidiary
Black- Other
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Economic Development from 
graduates, service and 
innovation 

*Excludes Campus Centers and Institutes

University of Nebraska



University 
Graduates



Graduates are our major “product”

We impart skills so they 
can lead a productive life

NEBRASKA



NU Students Annual Graduates

~52,000

~10,000



Higher Education Business Issues

Student Pipeline Cost & Debt Curriculum Content &
Delivery



Finishing the Product can take years



University 
Service



Nebraska Extension- UNL



Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture

• Ranked 9th out of 821 
Community colleges

• Agriculture and veterinary 
technology, and food 
production

• Serves Nebraska 
agricultural industries



Community Engagement- UNO

• Service Learning Academy

• Barbara Weitz Center 
serves 250 community 
organizations

• Public policy dialogue



University-Wide Institutes

Service Policy Development Research



University of Nebraska Medical Center

• Health fairs, senior care, 
mobile nursing

• Sharing Clinics

• Science Cafes

• Emergency response 
training with simulators



Nebraska Business Development Center

• Chartered by the SBA

• In 2015 served ~3,000 
Nebraska clients

• Will do more through 
partnerships



Research Core Services

• Provide high-cost 
equipment and 
services

• Serves hundreds 
of scientists, and 
more than 30 
companies



University
Innovation



External Grant Funding

• Record $267.8M in 2015

• 24% increase in UNMC 
funding from industry

• Multiplier effect on local
economy



University Technology Development Corporation

• Holding corporation for 7 companies owned by the Board of 
Regents of Nebraska

• Facilitates and focuses partnering, increases responsiveness

• Governance by both University and non-university members

• Follow best practices, risk management and reporting



Development Corporation Affiliations with Campus

UNL UNO UNMC UNK

NuTech Ventures X x x x

UNeMed x x X

NSRI X X X

NARI x X x

NICDC X

MCDC X

KUVDC X

X  -Primary  interaction    x - Secondary Interaction

Technology Commercialization of Faculty Inventions
Specialized Research for DOD or Industry Partners
Public-Private Land Development



NuTech Ventures

• Technology transfer for 
UNL faculty through 
licensing activities

• Diverse portfolio  from 
seed germplasm to 
surgical devices



UNeMed

• Putting biomedical 
inventions to the world

• Start-up support and  
partnering with 
UNeTecH

• Facilitating 
international 
partnerships 



Nebraska Innovation Campus

• Goal- 2.2M sq. ft. to be 
constructed by 2037

• Today- 380,000 sq. ft. 
finished, 91% leased 

• New- 80,000 sq. ft. 
building begins in 2016



Medical Center Development Corporation

• ~ 30 acres of mixed use 
development (2019-2025)

• Projected annual economic 
impact of $258M

• Expected employment of 
2,587

• Can create $2.1M annually 
for local TIF and $103M in 
state and local taxes

Draft concepts



Kearney-University Village

• Emerging 104 Acre mixed-use 
development adjacent to UNK

• Residential, dormitory, office, 
retail and service

• Regional hub for engagement 
and entrepreneurship



National Strategic Research Institute

• A Department of 
Defense University 
Affiliated Research 
Center (UARC)

• Combating 
Weapons of Mass 
Destruction, and 
providing special 
competencies



Nebraska Applied Research Institute

• Corporate customers

• Critical system 
infrastructure;
simulation/modeling;
data analytics

• Business engagement



Pipeline Entrepreneur Fellowship

• 12-14 fellows annually 
from Nebraska, Kansas 
and Missouri

• Mentoring high-
growth entrepreneurs

• Builds global network



Nebraska Pipeline Fellows

Blake Lawrence- Opendorse

Ben Pankonin- Social Assurance

Ben Vu- SkyVu Entertainment

Ben Blecha - HERO 

Leandro Castro- MultiMechanics

Paul Jarrett - Bulu Marketplace 

Matthew Medlock- PaySAFE

Rob Rhoades- InjurRelay, MTRAX

Brett Byman - Nobl Health

David Chait – Travefy

Luis Lopez- Crumb 

Jennifer Amis- Enconter Telehealth

Dusty Reynods- Racenote

Mark Zmarley- HipPocket

Clayton Chapman- Grey Plume Provisions

Keith Fix- Blabfeed

Justin Kaloff- Infogressive

Devon Seacrest- Digital Environments

Vishal Singh- Quantified Ag



Pipeline Benefits

• Network effect

• Ecosystem Development

• Enhanced Success

• Job Growth



Global Center for Interprofessional Education

• 3D visualization 
educational 
technology

• Home for the 
iEXCEL program

• State-wide and 
global reach



ONE UNIVERSITY. FOUR CAMPUSES. ONE NEBRASKA.

In Closing, the University has Major 
Impacts on Economic Development

Innovation

Service

Graduates



ONE UNIVERSITY. FOUR CAMPUSES. ONE NEBRASKA.

Graduates matter because…

Without talent, 
nothing can be 
accomplished



ONE UNIVERSITY. FOUR CAMPUSES. ONE NEBRASKA.

And…

• NU is woven into Nebraska life

• We have great pride in creating 
opportunities



ONE UNIVERSITY. FOUR CAMPUSES. ONE NEBRASKA.

Thank you-

Jlinder@nebraska.edu

@drjlinder

mailto:Jlinder@nebraska.edu

