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Omaha
Ponca
Pawnee
Otoe-Missouria
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Homesteading: 
45% of 
Nebraska’s Land



The Omaha 
Monitor 
(1915-1928)
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Omaha’s  
Redlining 
Map 
(1935)
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Flipping the Frame: 
“Greenlighting”
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Omaha’s 
Racial Dot 
Map
(Today)



1935 & 2020



9

SID + Annexation Development Regime
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• Nebraska State SID Statute Does Not Require Mixed-
Income Housing

• SID Development = Upscale, Market-Rate Housing; 
Historically Racially Segregated

• Annexation Criteria (?) Do Not Require Mixed-Income 
Housing; City Taxpayers Assume SID Debt

• Exclusionary SID Development Decisions Are Not 
Accountable to the Public

SID + Annexation Development Regime



“Today…geography 
does the work 

of Jim Crow laws.” 

john a. powell
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Racial Group Living in 
Omaha/Council Bluffs
Metropolitan Area

% of Average 
Census Tract that is
WHITE

% of Average 
Census Tract that is
BLACK

% of Average 
Census Tract that is
HISPANIC

WHITE 83.9

BLACK 34.4

HISPANIC 26.6

Omaha’s Racial Isolation Index
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“Racism: 
“A system of advantage and 

disadvantage
based on race.” 

Beverly Daniel Tatum
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Homeownership

NE Overall: 
White: 70%
Latino: 43%
Black: 30%
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Household Wealth (National)
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“Super Zips” – Income and College 
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Income



18

Children in Poverty
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COVID-19 
Unemployment
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Child Poverty
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• Older Housing

• LIHTC Housing

• Public Housing

• Section 8 Housing

Affordable 
Housing in 
Omaha: 
East of 72nd Street
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Health -
“from 
83 years 
(Switzerland) 
to 
71 years 
(Bangladesh)”
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2020 Census Self-Response as of May 2020


